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BUILDING THE GREEN CITY OF THE FUTURE TOGETHER 

Vitoria-Gasteiz is beginning its term as European Green Capital 2012 with the main objective of 
building "the green city of the future". Achieving this sustainable urban system will help us to 
improve and advance in environmental policies and actions that make our city a focus point for 
other medium-sized European cities. 

This is why we want to transform our GREEN commitment into a key competitive element and 
the main differentiating aspect of the city.  A commitment shared by the city and its citizens. 

The Vitoria-Gasteiz European Green Capital 2012 programme will comprise two major aspects, 
the activity programme and the city projects, as well as two key players: the city and its inhabi-
tants. 
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VITORIA-GASTEIZ EUROPEAN GREEN CAPITAL 2012 PROGRAM ME 

BUILDING TOGETHER:  

The first group of activities is based on four elements: 

— involving citizens 

— promoting and activating discussions, research and innovation on the green city of the future 

— displaying our city and its good practices 

— spreading the values of the European Green Capital award to project the image of a green 
capital that "does things" in a different way. 

 

SHOWCASING 

1.- showcasing the city and its initiatives. A CITY THAT SHARES  

 

- EXPO VITORIA-GASTEIZ  EUROPEAN GREEN CAPITAL 2012  

This is a central exhibition which will be installed in the Europa Conference Hall on occasion of 
the Green Capital year and that will enable visitors to see the special city model that has been 
built, that is being built and that is being planned in Vitoria-Gasteiz. 

An interactive exhibition that will also become an active space for citizen participation. 

A comprehensive programme of activities will make it a living space for debate, reflection and 
awareness. In short, a showcase for the European Green Capital 2012 in the midst of the city's 
Interior Green Belt. 

 

- GREEN FACTORIES 

Green factories are facilities of environmental interest; some are municipal, such as Ataria, civic 
centres, waste or water treatment plants, but also private institutions and companies, some of 
which are known at European level, working every day to develop new green initiatives. 

By means of a guided tour and open doors programme offered by these green factories that are 
"producing" a green city, this activity of raising citizen awareness also shares with our visitors 
how the green city model that has been acknowledged throughout Europe is built. 

 

- GREEN WEEKENDS 

An initiative aimed at promoting and boosting sustainable tourism, taking advantage of and fo-
cusing on the natural resources of a city that is home to international protected sites less than 3 
kilometres from the city centre. 

The City Council is developing a number of programmes and packages that are intended to 
position the European Green Capital as a referent of sustainable tourism on the continent. 
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REFLECTING 

2.- Reflecting on the city: space and opportunities. THE INTELLIGENT CITY  

 

- THEMATIC WEEKS 

A programme focused on raising awareness, informing and encouraging discussion on key 
issues of the green agenda. Four subjects and four weeks to discuss about: 

— energy-related challenges and solutions 

— the European Green Week 

— sustainable mobility 

— the future of the territory, biodiversity, landscape and food. 

A bid to promote a change in habits ranging from citizens to institutions and enterprises. 

 

- SCHOOL AGENDA 21 

This programme, which the City Council has developed in recent years, reaches out to more 
recipients as well as to several European schools. Vitoria and European schoolchildren are 
already working together on sustainable development challenges faced by European cities, their 
cities. 

Next June, a final forum will bring representatives from all the schools together in our city. This 
is a way of involving young people in the construction of green cities of the future. 
 

 

 

- 5TH CONAMA LOCAL 

Vitoria-Gasteiz will begin its term as European Green Capital on November 29th, coinciding with 
a key meeting of cities at national level. This is the 5th CONAMA local, a congress that will bring 
together over 400 people from different Spanish cities in search of green solutions that can be 
implemented in times of economic crisis. 

Under the slogan "Reformulating cities together", Spanish, European and Latin American ex-
perts will discuss on energy and climate change, mobility, green cities, production and con-
sumption. 
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In addition, the event will reach out to citizens via Eco-encounters that will be held in several 
civic centres with a view to providing the citizens of Vitoria with information on the issues dis-
cussed by the experts. This will enable citizens to share their opinions so that their views on the 
green future of municipalities may also be heard at the official forum. 

The four "Green Capitals" will be present at this event, represented by their main figures, and 
there will also be Latin American cities with a view to building bridges between Europe and Latin 
America to generate a common approach for the Rio Earth Summit. 

 

- TECHNICAL CONFERENCES 

Throughout 2012, Vitoria-Gasteiz will become a venue of discussion, reflection and awareness 
on a fundamental aspect of the European Agenda until 2020: transition to a new low-carbon 
economy. 

In this sense, our city will host, as part of its Green Capital programme, a number of technical 
conferences covering different areas with the presence of leading international experts. Last 
week, the most important European mobility forum, the Civitas Forum, was announced, but 
other meetings and events have been planned in relation to water management, landscape, 
sustainable architecture and energy, among others. 

 

- EXPO 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF LIFE PROGRAMMES 

2012 will mark the 20th anniversary of the LIFE programmes sponsored by the European 
Commission. 

Vitoria-Gasteiz will take advantage of this fact to present an exhibition on these projects in sup-
port of the environment and sustainable development that have been key elements in the green 
regeneration of Europe. 

An exhibition that will put on display the main initiatives undertaken by European cities based on 
the said programmes. This year, our city aims to achieve one, "Life + Communication" on the 
occasion of our term as European Green Capital 2012. 

 

ACTIONS 

3.- Involving citizens. A COMMITTED CITY 

 

- EKOLABORA 

A program designed to promote the direct involvement of gasteiztarras (Vitoria citizens) in the 
Green Capital, turning them into the best prescribers of this event.  

Disinterested collaboration that aims to be the first element of a green volunteer movement that 
will remain in the city beyond 2012. 

They will escort people to explain, in person, how we live in this European green capital; they 
will support different educational and awareness activities, promote dissemination through so-
cial networks or directly participate in environmental pilot experiences. These are some of the 
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activities that citizens who are committed to our term as European Green Capital 2012 will per-
form. 

Ekolabora will launch a pilot experiment in November within the framework of the CONAMA 
Local congress. 

 

- GREEN CITIZENS' INITIATIVES 

A way of supporting and promoting ideas and projects generated by the society of Vitoria to 
implement initiatives that promote dissemination, awareness and environmental education dur-
ing this European Green Capital year. The idea is to provide funding for the implementation of 
initiatives aimed at disseminating, raising awareness and promoting environmental education 
through a grants programme. 

The allocation of subsidies to projects shall be based on a prior assessment by the Vitoria-
Gasteiz Green Capital scientific committee. 

 

- GREEN PACT 

An initiative to promote the involvement of the city's productive sectors in improving the urban 
environment. We all share the city and the European Green Capital year will help us to prove 
that "we are also green on the inside". 

The City Council is proposing a great Green Pact that businesses, shops and entities may join 
by entering into clear, annually reviewable, commitments that reflect their commitment to im-
proving the environment. Each within its possibilities, but with a common goal that will lead to-
wards a low carbon economy. A Pact that will generate discussion and good practices forums 
that will enable us to recognize good business practices. 

 

- SUSTAINABLE EVENTS 

A programme based on cooperating with major events in the city with a view to implementing 
good environmental practices during the said events. 

An initiative in which we have encountered an excellent response from organisers and that in-
tends to open the way for more sustainable events beyond 2012. 

This programme will include a guide of sustainable events and we hope to be able to count on 
the essential collaboration of the citizens who attend the said events. 
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COMMUNICATING 

4.- Disseminating the Green Capital idea and its values. THE CITY THAT BUILDS BRIDGES  

 

- Vitoria-Gasteiz European Green Capital 2012: an o pportunity to reach out 

The choice of Vitoria-Gasteiz as European Green Capital 2012 and the events planned for the 
occasion represent a unique opportunity to showcase the particularities which have earned the 
city this award. A historic landmark for Vitoria-Gasteiz that marks, in a clear and unequivocal 
manner, the city's goal and its strategy. 

Celebrating this European award must be a source of pride for its citizens and it must also serve 
to position Vitoria-Gasteiz as a landmark concerning environmental issues at national and inter-
national levels. 

Consequently, the Green spotlight that Europe has placed on our city will enable us to export 
our image and good practices throughout the world. 

Vitoria-Gasteiz has prepared a programme to boost its presence abroad in major forums with a 
view to promoting our position as a benchmark in sustainable development policies. In fact, we 
have already started and this year we will be present at a number of meetings in Sao Paulo, 
Brussels, Malmö, Lyon and Hamburg. 

2012 will be, after all, a unique opportunity to communicate and showcase the city and its attrib-
utes both at home and abroad through new media systems and based on messages that focus 
on our unique aspects. 

 

- Vitoria-Gasteiz European Green Capital 2012 Websi te 

Towards the middle of November, we shall presented the digital platform that will specifically 
address all issues related to this year. 

 

- Vitoria-Gasteiz EGC 2012 Presentation Programme 

— at the European Commission Head Office in Madrid  
November 16th will be the day when the municipal corporation shall have the honour of pre-
senting the Programme prepared for this green year at the heart of Europe in Madrid. 

 

— at the Basque Country delegation in Brussels 
On December 14th, before relieving Hamburg as the European Green Capital, there will be a 
presentation before the European agents and institutions to announce the various initiatives 
that Vitoria-Gasteiz will implement throughout 2012 
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- European Green Capital hand-over act at the Europ ean Parliament 

December 15th will be an indelible date in the minds of all citizens, since Vitoria-Gasteiz will 
become a benchmark in Environmental issues. The official act will be staged in Brussels, but 
the gasteiztarras (Vitoria citizens) will also join the celebration here in our city.  

 

- Opening of the European Green Capital year 

During the second half of January 2012, the opening act of Vitoria-Gasteiz as European Green 
Capital 2012 will take place. It will be a day when both citizens and institutions will be able to 
enjoy this event, which will have a major impact for the city. 

 

- Vitoria-Gasteiz on the way to Rio + 20 

2012 is a very special year for the environment because the Earth Summit will be held in Rio de 
Janeiro, 20 years after the first edition. 

Vitoria-Gasteiz will play a key role at this conference, which will be held in the Brazilian city in 
June, as it wants to promote an agreement between European and Latin-American cities to 
make a joint statement on sustainable cities. In order to achieve this, a meeting is being ar-
ranged in our city in March 2012 that will enable us to reach a common outlook. 

 

- Green Night 

Half way through 2012, Vitoria-Gasteiz will host a very special event that will seek to raise awa-
reness on the environment through leisure, culture, sport, creativity and innovation. The Green 
Night will fill our streets with avant-garde proposals that will encourage the active participation of 
all citizens. 

A sustainable event in its format and contents that aims to become a benchmark in promoting 
citizen awareness at a national and international level. A whole night to discover a new way of 
appreciating things. 

 

- European Green Capital 2014 Election Ceremony 

Candidates that wish to become the next European green capital will have an inescapable en-
gagement in our city next summer, as Vitoria-Gasteiz will host the ceremony for the election of 
the city that will hold the said Green distinction in 2014. Almost twenty candidates, including 
cities of the importance of Copenhagen, Paris, Vienna, Brussels, Antwerp, Bristol or Turin will 
discover, at an emblematic venue in our city, which one will follow Nantes on the continent's 
green throne. 

 

- CIVITAS Forum 

During the second half of the year, Vitoria-Gasteiz will be the headquarters of the Civitas Forum 
2012. Coinciding with celebration of our term as European Green Capital, the city will receive, in 
autumn, the visit of around 350 participants who will exchange ideas and work towards sustain-
able mobility. 
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VITORIA-GASTEIZ EUROPEAN GREEN CAPITAL 2012 PROJECT S AND ACTIONS 

THE CITY OF THE FUTURE 

 

An important part of the Vitoria-Gasteiz European Green Capital 2012 programme focuses on 
projects and actions that will lead towards a more sustainable urban system, making the "green 
city of the future" concept a real proposition. 

There are ten plans and interventions that will enable Vitoria-Gasteiz to face its future with suc-
cess. A decalogue of initiatives that are being promoted within the Green Capital framework and 
beyond. 

1.- PLAN FOR THE PROTECTION AND RESTORATION OF SENSITIVE NATURAL RE-
SOURCES 

A plan that includes: 

— Projects aimed at the restoration, improvement and completion of the Green Belt to improve 
its ecological connectivity, the landscape and biodiversity and, of course, also to enhance its 
public use 

— Vitoria Mountain Natural Park 

— Rural landscape employment plan to promote forest restoration and improve the landscape 
in degraded areas. 

 

2.-FLOOD PREVENTION PLAN 

Address and prevent, in a sustainable manner, one of the problems that affects the city through 
the development and implementation of sanitation, re-routing and ecological improvement pro-
jects affecting the rivers to the South of the city as well as works on the Olárizu and Ali streams 
and Batan Stream project. 

We also contemplate hydraulic adaptation as well as ecological and landscape projects on the 
River Zadorra. 

 

3.- BIOCAPACITY, BIODIVERSITY AND URBAN LANDSCAPE IMPROVEMENT PLAN. THE 
INTERIOR GREEN BELT. 

Global project to build an Interior Green Belt in order to create a new urban green infrastructure, 
improve biocapacity, biodiversity and urban landscape and that includes a project to renovate 
the Europa Convention Hall based on "Green Building" criteria. 

An urban renovation project based on eco-design techniques that is currently in the technical 
design phase and that will require political, social and neighbourhood coordination to ensure its 
proper implementation. 
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4.- MOBILITY AND PUBLIC SPACE PLAN 

It is, without a doubt, one of the projects that is transforming the city and leading to an im-
provement in the environmental habits of all citizens. 

But there is still a long way to go with projects, such as: 

— promoting the use of bicycles as a means of transport; developing a master plan based on a 
new automated and integrated bicycle rental system and two new bike lanes with links to the 
new neighbourhoods of Salburua and Zabalgana. 

— suburban BRT project. 

— plan to integrate urban paths with walks in the Green Belt and with the ecological routes of 
the historical territory 

— Pedestrian Mobility Master Plan 

— promoting car-sharing and electric vehicles  

— creating the first "central superblock", which involves, among other aspects, a new scheme 
for the distribution of goods within the city 

 

5.- STRATEGIC WASTE PLAN: TOWARDS ZERO WASTE 

This is one of the city's strategic policies to improve how we handle the waste we generate and 
includes actions, such as: 

— technical and economic-financial feasibility study of a plant for the production of Solid Re-
covered Fuel from rejected urban waste 

— REUSE project based on the use of items collected by the council waste collection services 

— Gasteiz Recycling Progress project based on promoting household recycling by monitoring 
waste and notifying citizens of the results of individual containers, by streets, neighbour-
hoods... 

 

6.- URBAN POLLUTION REDUCTION PLAN 

A plan which contemplates actions as important as: 

— new noise map of Vitoria-Gasteiz and strategies aimed at minimising the impact of noise in 
the city 

— plan for improved street lighting based on starlight criteria 

— management hazardous domestic pollutants in the integrated water cycle 

 

7.- PLAN TO COMBAT CLIMATE CHANGE 

Vitoria-Gasteiz is part of the Covenant of Mayors and makes decisive efforts in the fight against 
climate change. A struggle that will focus on: 
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— a new health plan that promotes studies for reducing the impact of climate change on health 

— the Vitoria-Gasteiz Civic-Citizen Pact to Fight Climate Change 

— planning and developing the city's solar map 

— integration and subsequent assessment of advanced insulation measures and management 
of renewable energy in residential constructions 

 

8.- WATER CYCLE IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

Water management in Vitoria-Gasteiz was one of the aspects most highly valued by European 
experts, but there is still room for improvement and, in this sense, we have come up with the 
following actions: 

— expansion and diversification of sources of supply 

— Improved efficiency and reduced impact on the environment, especially in rural areas 

— project for a plant to treat and dry sludge from the water treatment plant using thermal ener-
gya 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.- PLAN TO PROMOTE A CULTURE OF SUSTAINABILITY IN SOCIETY AND IN COMPA-
NIES 

A plan that includes measures designed to promote the involvement of society as a whole, in-
cluding the corporate sector, based on: 

— establishing a Vitoria-Gasteiz Corporate Bureau for Sustainability, a platform that would seek 
to bring enterprises, institutions and society together in promoting employment and the green 
economy 

— promoting the Sectoral Council on the Environment 

— new plan to promote education and awareness for a culture of sustainability 

— enhancing CSR to encourage the social and economic dimension of the Green Capital 
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— promoting social and linguistic diversity as an added value to the concept of sustainability 

 

10.- URBAN RESTORATION PLAN 

A major impetus to an idea widely supported by all: "Zero growth": 

— restoration of the neighbourhoods built in the 1950s and 1960s 

— continue with the restoration of the Old Quarters 

— restoration programmes to improve old housing based on criteria aimed at improving acces-
sibility, energy efficiency, improving facilities and implementing the Technical Inspection of 
Buildings 

— new General Urban Development Plan based on criteria of urban and territorial sustainability 


