
23

RIVER ZADORRA, BETWEEN IBAIONDO AND GOBEO

Little is left of the old gravel pit that used to be here until the 
1990s. After the remodelling and ecological and landscape 
improvements carried out, Zabalgana Park is currently a 
space of high natural value, right beside the Zabalgana 
Neighbourhood.

The walk through this park is very varied, as in just 4 
kilometres we can cross extensive meadows, small forests, 
lagoons, small hills and a gall-oak forest, home to a variety of 
fauna and flora. Several resting areas and a network of paths 
provide full enjoyment of this location which, surrounded by 
houses, factories and crop fields, is a true natural island.

ZABALGANA
A RECOVERED  
NATURAL SPACE
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   Length: 3.7 Km
   Approximate time: 55 minutes 
   Type of path: paved path   
   Suitable for pushchairs   
   How to get there:  L5c, Lermandabidea/Lanza-

dera and  
Las Arenas/Mercedes stops 
L6, Derechos Humanos/
Mariturri stop

ROUTE
 The starting point is the main entrance to the 

park on Bulevar de Mariturri Street . 

 The path advances along an excavated channel 
that collects the water from the Zarauna 
Stream after it passes through the neighbour-
hood of Zabalgana, and in parallel to the forest 
of Zabalgana 1 , that extends to the left.

 We leave behind a turn to the left that heads 
towards the forest and connects with the Route 
around the Green Belt. To the right, crop fields 
and the urban and industrial area.

 We continue along the path that rises gently 
until it reaches a crossroads. We take the path 
to the right that borders along expansive 
meadows with dispersed trees, ideal for 
resting, playing… and a corner with tables and 
drinking water.

 We continue along the path, avoiding the 
turns to the right that exit the park. We go 
over a wooden walkway that runs over the 
Zabalgana Lagoons 2a , which extend beyond 
both sides of the path.

 We reach the other entrance to the park, from 
where another path to the left starts, leading 
to a vantage point over the meadows and 
lagoons of Zabalgana. 

 We return to our path which, a few metres 
ahead, converges with the Route around the 
Green Belt, which from the River Zadorra 
heads towards Armentia and runs lengthwise 
through the Zabalgana Forest, from north to 
south.

 We enter the forest and for a while we follow 
the green points that signpost the Belt. Further 
ahead we turn to the right over a walkway in 
the direction of Zuazo de Vitoria/Zuhatzu, its 
church now visible.

 The views open up and the path now runs 
between meadows to the left, and crop fields 
to the right, with the Mountains of Vitoria in 
the background. Before exiting the park, to the 
left we can see the Lecea Pond 2b .

 We exit the park through the surfaced car park 
and at the crossroads, we can take the path to 
the right to visit Zuazo de Vitoria/Zuhatzu 3  
and the oak forest of Sarbikotxea 4  or we can 
turn left to return to the starting point. 

 Before reaching Bulevar de Mariturri Street, a 
path to the right leads us to a viewpoint, with 
two orientation tables that offer excellent pan-
oramic views of the mountains that surround 
the Alava Plains.

Recommended walk
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POINTS OF INTEREST 

1  Zabalgana Forest

A natural gall-oak forest and a typical 
example of “island-forest”, a characteristic 
formation of the Alava Plains, the result of 
breaking up forests for agricultural use. In 
addition to its relict value, it has enormous 
ecological value as it is a magnificent 
refuge for wild flora and fauna within a 
very simplified rural area.

The dominant forest species is the gall-
oak, a species of oak which in a large part 
of the park presents a juvenile appearan-
ce , although there are also specimens in 
which we can appreciate the magnificent 
size of the tree when it is allowed to reach 
adulthood. Along with the gall-oak there 
are maple trees, hawthorns, junipers, 
blackthorns, privets and other shrubs. 
Weasels, hares, rabbits and foxes are some 
of the mammals that comprise the fauna 
of this forest, which is also home to a large 
variety of bird species such as coal tits, 
robins, magpies, blackbirds or long-eared 
owls.

2  The lagoons of Zabalgana 2a  and 
Lecea 2b  
The lagoons of Zabalgana 2a  were created 
after the restoration of the former gravel 
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pit. The Lecea Lagoon 2b , in turn, is a 
former agricultural pond, now unused. 
Despite their different origins and their 
reduced size, both ponds are the habitat 

ZABALGANA
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for an exciting aquatic world. Among the 
birds, the coot, the common moorhen and 
the mallard are some of the most usual. 
On the water and among the reeds and 
bulrush that grow on the shores, there 
are frogs, pondskaters, common reed 
buntings, dragonflies and damselflies.

3  Zuazo de Vitoria/Zuhatzu

The church portico, with semi-circular 
arches, is an interesting example of Alava’s 
neoclassical art.

4  Oak forest of Sarbikotxea

Very close to Zuazo de Vitoria/Zuhatzu is 
this oak forest which, like that of Zabalga-
na, is also an “island forest” and an exam-
ple of the autochthonous vegetation that 
covered the area centuries ago and which 
has survived until today. This oak forest, 
along with other island oak forests in the 
Alava Plains, has been declared a Site of 
Community Importance (SCI) within the 
European Network of Protected Natural 
Spaces (Natura 2000 Network).

WHAT THERE IS TO DO

Educational itineraries

Guided itineraries around Zabalgana Park are scheduled for both adults and schoolchil-
dren, to teach them about the park’s different spaces and to explain the restoration 
process carried out. It is also possible to follow self-guided itineraries, thanks to the 
thematic panels placed in some locations, which help to learn about and interpret the 
park’s most notable natural values, such as life in the wetland or the rich fauna and 
flora of the Zabalgana Forest.
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ARMENTIA
A walk through the  
Armentia forest
A FOREST  
FOR VITORIA-GASTEIZ

7
This pleasant walk allows the visitor to wander through 
the natural forest of Armentia, the antechamber of the 
Mountains of Vitoria, the municipality’s main mountain 
range.

It is recommended to access Armentia on foot or by bicycle 
from the La Florida Park in the city centre, and located just 3 
km away, following the historical path of the Senda, which 
runs past Vitoria-Gasteiz’s main mansions and palaces of 
the early 20th century and which ends at the San Prudencio 
Basilica in the village of Armentia.

CURIOSITIES

NEST BOXES

In some of the park’s trees nest boxes can be found. These boxes have been 
placed there, like artificial nests, to facilitate the reproduction of many bird spe-
cies that usually nest in the hollows of old trees, scarce in Zabalgana. In addition 
to encouraging nesting, the boxes facilitate the survival of these birds by making 
attacks by predators more difficult.

The construction and placement of these boxes and the monitoring of their 
occupation is carried out by schoolchildren within the environmental education 
activity programme that it held in Zabalgana Park.
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